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The current issue of Families
in Society (Vol. 87, No. 4)
honors foster parent associa-
tions and foster care associa-
tions highlighting the devel-
opment of family foster care
in new places in the world.

An international perspective
on child welfare makes us
more aware, humane and
effective on a larger scale. We
discover that human beings
have similar needs and face
similar or more serious chal-
lenges around the world and
that, through mutual sharing,
good solutions can be arrived
at sooner.

The well-being of
children within their
families is of signifi-
cance for all societies.
Yet, a sound family life
is far from accessible
for children around
the globe, owing to
familial, community,
national, and/or inter-
national conditions.
Many children contin-
ue to live in terrible
circumstances—under
attack in war or forced
into military combat;
as refugees from
armed conflict or
from ecological disas-

ter; preyed upon for sex or
manual labor; maltreated in
some communities and insti-
tutions—much of which we
cannot prevent nor help. And
we are continuously remind-
ed of the powerful connec-
tions of poverty and racial
and cultural oppression to
the reasons that these chil-
dren need care. So, solutions
to attain well-being must go
far beyond providing servic-
es. For children in care every-
where, these central child
welfare concepts should be
honored:

1. Child well-being is insep-
arable from the well-being
of the child’s family. The
child has a need to know
his/her family, to understand
that they are OK, and to be
validated as to his/her identi-
ty and origins. It is important
to go beyond the specified
caretaker of the child to
understand who is experi-
enced as family by the child
and to support those connec-
tions.

2. Children are capable of
maintaining meaningful
relationships with multiple
families, and they experience
unnecessary losses when cut
off from previous families

when they are moved to
specified legal placements.

3. Sibling connection is of
immense importance to chil-
dren, including those sib-
lings not legally recognized
as siblings by the society.
Unless irrevocably damaging,
these connections ought not
to be severed by legal man-
dates nor by parental dictates
in foster, adoptive, kinship,
and/or biological family
placements, but, rather,
actively supported.

4. Biological parents are
important to their children
and to the success of foster
care. To maintain these con-
nections successfully will
often entail reaching out to
parents across social class,
culture and/or language dif-
ferences to provide respectful
and inclusive service.

The articles in this special
issue reinforce our awareness
of the issues and needs of
families; of the need for solid
knowledge of what works
well; of the usefulness of
sharing widely what we
know; and of the importance
of a voice for children and
families in planning.
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Securing the Welfare of Children: Policies
Past, Present, and Future
(CE course #100810) (2000)
For the past century in the U.S., the welfare
of children has been considered a legitimate
concern of government, but analyses have
been critical of the efforts of the public
child welfare system. This paper places the
contemporary child welfare system, and its
failures, in a sociocultural context, from an
international perspective. The social con-
struction of childhood is analyzed, and the
ways that this construction marks children
as a class in need of protection are dis-
cussed. Policies to secure the welfare of chil-
dren are placed in historical context, and
analyzed as they currently exist in societies
with multiple sites of authority.

Impact of the Adoption and Safe Families
Act (1997) on Families of Color: Workers
Share Their Thoughts 
(CE course #100713) (2004)
Workers and child advocates may find their
concerns confirmed in this descriptive research
project. The authors’ surveyed administrators,
supervisors, direct service workers and thera-
pists on their views on the ASFA legislation
and concluded workers feel the act may hold
negative consequences such as overburdening
kinship caregivers, overuse of group homes,
and creating adoption disruptions.

Chronic Child Neglect: Needed
Developments in Theory and Practice
(2005)
The response to child neglect by child wel-
fare systems is usually unsubstantial com-
pared to the response to child abuse, and the
effort does not match its prevalence or
impact on children and society. A better
response to chronic child neglect is needed,
as is a better understanding of it. The
authors discuss potential causes of the
breakdown of parental responsibility and its
effect on child development, several issues
that affect potential interventions, the need
for more structure in neglect interventions,
and a common skepticism of whether inter-
ventions can succeed.

Siblings and Out-of-Home Placement:
Best Practices 
(CE course #100659) (2003)
This article is based on research and practice
experience from projects and cases in both
public child welfare agencies and private
adoption agencies. The authors summarize
the research on sibling relationships, includ-
ing a description of sibling relationships in
families where children have been abused
and neglected. The authors also discuss the
barriers in child welfare that can result in
the separation of siblings. The article offers
best practice solutions that support main-
taining sibling relationships throughout
temporary and permanent placement.

Moving Best Practice to Evidence-Based
Practice in Child Welfare 
(2005)
Increased emphasis is being placed on
improving outcomes for abused and neglect-
ed children served by the child welfare sys-
tem. To achieve this goal, the notion of “best
practice” is widely embraced. Unfortunately,
there is no consensus on its definition. While
all of various interpretations have a role to
play in improving results of child welfare
interventions, the authors argue that best
practice is optimally defined as evidence-
based practice. At the same time, there are
many difficulties in employing this form of
best practice, including a lack of evidence,
the transfer of information, and the organi-
zational culture in which the worker oper-
ates. Suggested solutions to these difficulties
are discussed.

The Looking After Children Assessment
Process: Promoting Resilient Children and
Resilient Workers 
(2006)
Resiliency in social work with foster children
and youth can be low as positive outcomes
are difficult to achieve. The article examines
a case study of a Canadian Looking After
Children (LAC) project which promoted
positive outcomes for children and worker
practice. LAC, a shared parenting approach
to family foster care services, is indicated to
be used in at least 14 nations and is a shining
example of international transfer of a suc-
cessful approach to child welfare service.

These articles are available at www.familiesinsociety.org. CE Courses available through CE4Alliance.com.

Featured Topic: Child Welfare

Family foster care is increasingly
utilized globally as a service for
children and their biological
families. Recognizing the 
importance of these developing
models, Families in Society has
collected contributions from
around the world for a special
issue in Winter 2006 
(Volume 87, Number 4).

In cooperation with the
International Foster Care
Organisation (IFCO), this special
issue highlights family foster care
programs from various countries
and includes new articles by
child welfare administrators and 
practitioners, foster parent 
associations, educators, and
researchers.

To browse this special issue,
visit www.familiesinsociety.org.
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Families in Society and its publisher, the Alliance for
Children and Families, can help you and your staff keep

up-to-date, learn from the innovators, and earn con-
tinuing education credits. As a member of

the Alliance, your agency can benefit
from all the tools and features your

free subscription offers.

In addition to your print copy of
the journal, free online access to
the FIS Web site 
(www.familiesinsociety.org) makes

available to your agency thousands
of articles from the last 25 years on

hundreds of topics ranging from
domestic violence, child welfare, elder

care, mental health and other social service
agency issues. The convenience and accessibility of

our comprehensive Web site are unmatched by any
other online social work journal available today.

This informative CD-Rom offers information on prac-
tice-focused articles, online continuing education 
credits, Webniars, and more. To receive a free
“Subscriber Benefits” CD-ROM, contact Alliance staff:
mmeemmbbeerrss@@ffaammiilliieessiinnssoocciieettyy..oorrgg.
Please provide your name, agency, address, and e-mail.

For more information on coming events, visit www.alliance1.org. 

Agency Resources

The National Leadership Conference on Child Welfare Issues is an annual event for private sector child welfare leaders that is known
for its quality content and premier networking opportunities with both experts and experienced peers from across the country. The 2007
conference will focus on family centered practice in out-of-home care settings, outcomes and benchmarking for sibling groups, supervi-
sory development, the key to performance-based contracting, relative location and the California and Florida federal IVE block grant
waivers.

Visit http://www.alliance1.org/Conferences/NLCCWI2007/index.html for more information and to register online.

Subscription
Benefits

Did You Know?
Free CD-ROM Details Subscriber Benefits

Your agency’s subscription 
benefits include:

-Four print issues delivered quarterly 

-Online access for unlimited users to 
subscriber-only content

-Participation in quarterly “Hot Topic”
Webinars and teleconferences 

-E-Alerts provide up-to-date information   
on new features and articles 

-Previews of upcoming CE courses and 
content 

-Optional year end archive of current 
FIS volume (CD-ROM)

-Discounted pricing on additional 
FIS products



ONLINE CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM

2006 Course Catalog
CE4Alliance.com offers 114 courses arranged in 21 topic categories (see next page). Materials feature practical and
clinical instruction relating to innovative programs and policies, and working with diverse client groups. These courses
are suitable for social workers, professional therapists, counselors, and other health professionals. 

Designed to help satisfy licensing and certification requirements with automated online exams, online scoring and cer-
tificate printing, this CE program is affordable, accessible, and convenient. More information on accreditation is avail-
able on our Web site: http://www.ce4alliance.com/info/accreditations. 

For additional information about CE4Alliance and how it can help your agency’s staff development and training efforts,
contact Alliance staff: members@familiesinsociety.org, or (800) 221-3726, ext. 3663.

*Ask about our free course offer available through December 31, 2006.

#10020—10 Ways Practitioners Can
Avoid Frequent Ethical Pitfalls
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100705—A Differential Model of
Advocacy in Social Work Practice*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100108—A Look Forward: Current
Emphases and Future Prospects for
Child and Adolescent Intervention
Research (Credit Hours: 3) 

#100769—A National Survey of Violence
in the Practice of Social Work*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100654—A Qualitative Examination of
Client Participation in Agency-Initiated
Services* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100795—A Resilience-Based Model of
Reunification and Re-Entry for 
Children* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100174—A Vision for the Future -
Mental Health: Culture, Race, and
Ethnicity (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100766—Accountability for Change:
Solution-Focused Treatment with
Domestic Violence Offenders 
(Credit Hours: 2) 

#100812—Adult Men's Self-Esteem: The
Relationship with the Father*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100154—Advocacy and Recovery Using
the Internet (Credit Hours: 2) 

#100190—Aging, Mental Illness, and the
Frontier (Credit Hours: 1) 

#3005—Alert and Alive : Defusing Anger
and Violence in the Workplace
(Credit Hours: 10) 

#100792—An African-Centered
Approach to Domestic Violence*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100663—Assessment of Child
Maltreatment and Battered Women
(Credit Hours: 2) 

#8050—Assessment of Children:
Behavioral and Clinical Applications,
Fourth Edition (Credit Hours: 18) 

#100195—Batterer Intervention
Programs (Credit Hours: 1) 

#4030—Becoming Solution-Focused in
Brief Therapy (Credit Hours: 8) 

#100768—Beyond Technique:
Performance and the Art of Social Work
Practice* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100789—Beyond the NASW Code of
Ethics (Credit Hours: 2) 

#4035—Biobehavioral Treatment of
Obsessive Compulsive Spectrum 
Disorders (Credit Hours: 10) 

#100313—Child Trauma Handbook
(Credit Hours: 18) 

#100810—Chronic Child Neglect:
Needed Development in Theory and
Practice* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100704—Common Factors in
Psychotherapy Outcome: Meta-Analytic
Findings and Their Implications for
Practice and Research* (Credit Hours: 1)

#100147—Consumers and Social
Workers: In Dialogue (Credit Hours: 1)

#10052—Crisis Intervention Strategies,
Fourth Edition (Credit Hours: 30)

#100655—Cults and Families*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100124—Cultural Competence
Standards in Managed Care Mental
Health Services forUnderserved/
Underrepresented Racial/Ethnic Groups
(Credit Hours: 3) 

#4060—Depression in Adults: The Latest
Assessment and Treatment Strategies
(Credit Hours: 4) 

#100765—Developing Contracted Social
Services Initiatives in Small Non Profit
Agencies* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100111—Developing Cultural
Competence in Disaster Mental Health
Programs (Credit Hours: 4) 

#100737—Developing Cultural
Competence with Evangelical
Christians* (Credit Hours: 1) 

* Eligble for free course offer.



#100151—Diagnostic Criteria in Clinical
Settings: DSM-IV and Cultural
Competence (Credit Hours: 3) 

#100203—Difficult Moments in Child
Psychotherapy (Credit Hours: 7) 

#4070—Doing What Works in Brief
Therapy: A Strategic Solution Focused
Approach (Credit Hours: 11) 

#100748—Ending Social Work's Grudge
Match: Problems vs. Strengths*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100788—Ethical and Legal Standards in
Social Work: Consistency and Conflicts*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100728—Ethical Considerations About
Spirituality: Insights from a National
Qualitative Survey* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100790—Ethical Issues in Agency
Resource Development: Implications for
Social Administration* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#6175—Ethical Risk Management
(Credit Hours: 7) 

#6205—Ethics in Psychology: Professional
Standards and Cases (Credit Hours: 25)

#10046—Even from a Broken Web:
Solution-Oriented Therapy for Sexual
Abuse and Trauma (Credit Hours: 5) 

#100796—Experiences of Adults Abused as
Children After Discharge from Inpatient
Treatment: Informal Social Support and
Self-Care Practices Related to Trauma
Recovery* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100735—Exploring the Experiences and
Treatment of Addicted, Incarcerated
Parents (Credit Hours: 2) 

#100103—Eye Movement Desensitization
and Reprocessing (EMDR) in Child and
Adolescent Psychotherapy
(Credit Hours: 7) 

#100797—Families and Incarceration: An
Ecological Approach* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100802—Family Caregivers of
Impoverished Mexican-American
Elderly Women* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100759—Family Characteristics and
Child Welfare Services* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100815—Family Characteristics and
Dynamics Among Families Receiving
Postadoption Services (Credit Hours: 2) 

#100764—Family Preservation Strategies
for Families in Poverty* (Credit Hours: 1)

#10074—From Child Sexual Abuse to
Adult Sexual Risk (Credit Hours: 12) 

#100811—Guidelines for Responding to
Clients Spontaneously Presenting Their
Poetry in Therapy*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100105—Handbook of Administrative
Supervision (Credit Hours: 3)

#100106—Handbook of Counseling
Supervision (Credit Hours: 3)

#10003—HIPAA in 24 Hours : Small
Healthcare Entity HIPAA Manual

(Credit Hours: 2) 

#4100—How to Identify Suicidal People
(Credit Hours: 8) 

#100123—Identifying and Reducing Barriers
to Reunification for Seriously Mentally Ill
Parents Involved in Child Welfare Cases
(Credit Hours: 2)

#100713—Impact of the Adoption and Safe
Families Act (1997) on Families of Color*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100781—Implications of an Aging
Population on the Delivery of Public Sector
Social Services* (Credit Hours: 1)

#10018—Improving Treatment
Compliance: Counseling & Systems
Strategies for Substance Abuse & Dual
Disorders (Credit Hours: 6) 

#100775—Integrating Behavioral Health
Services Within a Primary Care Center in a
Rural Setting* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100801—Internet Healthcare Support
Interventions for Family Caregivers*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100131—Leading the National Mental
Health System into the 21st Century
(Credit Hours: 2) 

#100777—Marital Relationships Under
Stress: The Case of Childhood Cancer*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100814—Maximizing Treatment
Effectiveness in Clinical Practice* 
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100746—Measuring Strengths-Based
Service Delivery in Early Childhood and
Family Support Programs* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100778—Mental Health Professionals'
Contact with Family Members of People
with Psychiatric Disabilities*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#9570—Older Adults and Mental Health
(Credit Hours: 3) 

#100803—Older Adults as Foster Parents
for Children *(Credit Hours: 1) 

#10037—Overview of Cultural Diversity and
Mental Health Services (Credit Hours: 1) 

TOPICS
Administration / Management / 

Supervision 
Children / Adolescents 
Adoption / Foster Care
Advocacy / Public Policy 
Agency Practice
Casework Practice
Child Welfare
Cultural and Racial Diversity
Domestic Violence
Ethics
Evaluation / Outcomes
Family Preservation / Family 

Functioning
Gender and Sexuality Issues
Interdisciplinary Teamwork
Mental Health / Psychiatric Social 

Work 
Methods / Theory 
Older Adults / Aging Issues 
Practitioner Issues / Therapeutic 

Relationships
Program Services and 

Development
Spirituality
Substance Abuse

2006 Course Catalog 

* Eligble for free course offer.



#10051—Parenting the Sexually Abused
Child (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100658—Parents of Children With
Chronic Disabilities* (Credit Hours: 1)

#100656—Peer Victimization: The Case for
Social Work Intervention* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100739—Permanency for Children and
Families: Examples of Mediation and
Kinship Care (Credit Hours: 2) 

#100662—Policy and Practice With Fathers
and Gay/Lesbian Parents* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#4185—Post Traumatic Stress Disorder:
The Latest Assessment and Treatment
Strategies (Credit Hours: 4) 

#10087—Prevalent Mental Health
Disorders in the Aging Population: Issues
of Comorbidity* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100209—Programs and Tools to Improve
the Quality of Mental Health Services
(Credit Hours: 2) 

#100119—Psychological Causes and Fight
Against Racism* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100809—Relational Social Work*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100734—Relationship Disruption in
Adults with Cognitive Disabilities*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100183—Requirements For Psychotherapy
Training as Part of Basic Specialist
Psychiatric Training (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100763—Resiliency Capacities Among Rural
Low-Income Families* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100761—Rethinking the Transition From
"Ward of the Court" to Adulthood*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100747—Runaway Youth System
Dynamics: A Theoretical Framework for

Analyzing Runaway and Homeless Youth
Policy* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#8220—Short-Term Therapy With
Children (Credit Hours: 9) 

#100659—Siblings and Out-of-Home
Placement: Best Practices* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100706—Social Work Practice with Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Adolescents* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100804—Social Work with Older Adults
(Credit Hours: 2) 

#100137—Speaking With a Common
Language (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100793—Spiritual Ecograms: A New
Assessment Instrument for Identifying
Clients' Spiritual Strengths* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100727—Spirituality and People with
Mental Illness* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100762—Teen Living Programs for Young
Mothers Receiving Welfare* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#7010—The Addictive Personality:
Understanding the Addictive Process and
Compulsive Behavior (Credit Hours: 4) 

#8140—The Child With Special Needs:
Encouraging Intellectual and Emotional
Growth (Credit Hours: 21) 

#100717—The Illness, Stigma, Culture or
Immigration* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100136—The Journey of Native American
People with Serious Mental Illness
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100794—The Language of Empowerment
and Strengths in Clinical Social Work*
(Credit Hours: 1)

#100780—The Life Course Perspective*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100760—The Meaning of Quality in
Kinship Foster Care (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100776—The Mental Health and Service
Needs of Young Children Exposed to
Domestic Violence (Credit Hours: 2) 

#100749—The Perceptions of Urban Youth
in a Distressed Community and the
Lessons for Adults* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100715—The Power of Place: Another
Look at Environment* (Credit Hours: 1)

#100779—The Well-Being of Immigrant 
Latino Youth* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#10054—The Worried Child: Recognizing
Anxiety in Children and Helping Them
Heal (Credit Hours: 8) 

#100657—Therapeutic Intervention With
Poor and Distressed Ethnic Minority
Immigrant Families* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100716—Vicarious Trauma Prevention*
(Credit Hours: 1) 

#100199—Violence Against Women:
Identifying Risk Factors (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100813—When Domestic Violence and
Child Abuse Overlap* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100767—When Family Reunification
Works* (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100156—Women in the Health Care
System: Health Status, Insurance, and
Access to Care (Credit Hours: 3) 

#100736—Working with African American
Clients (Credit Hours: 1) 

#100745—Working with Survivors of
Torture: Approaches to Helping (Credit
Hours: 2)

Families in Society is published by the Alliance
for Children and Families, a national member
association of child- and family-serving organiza-
tions. www.alliance1.org 414-359-1040 ext. 3663   |   www.familiesinsociety.org

CE4Alliance.com 

* Eligble for free course offer.



Agency Resources

Program aids in staff development and retention;
facilitates licensing and certification efforts 

Alliance Introduces Expanded
Online CE Program

Courses cover a wide range of topics, with 60 of them based on articles published in Families in Society.
The full course catalog is available at www.ce4alliance.com.

Free CE courses for Alliance members
Offer Extended to December 31
Through CE4Alliance, our newly-expanded online continuing education program, the Alliance for
Children and Families is offering every employee of our member agencies two 1-credit
online courses until December 31, 2006*!  

This extended members-only offer introduces our new, retooled continuing
education program developed by Families in Society, the Alliance’s core 
professional journal for the social services community.

At a time when budgets are tight and dwindling, you may find your options
for providing quality and cost-effective staff development opportunities becoming more limited. The Alliance recognizes this dilemma and
is working to help you and your staff keep up-to-date, learn from the innovators, and earn credits.

The flexibility and affordability are additional advantages of a program that provides competent, consistent, and interdisciplinary learning.
Courses can be purchased for individuals, or agencies can purchase blocks of credits to distribute to their employees (discounted bulk 
pricing available).

*Offer valid for 1-credit courses with a value of $13.00.

Gaining access to online courses is quick and easy:
1. Contact Alliance staff for your agency’s unique Web link and coupon code. This link will allow your employees to create

new staff member accounts, browse the courses, and select the ones that interest them. 

2. For each course, review and/or print the course information and exam questions. 

3. Study the course material which includes supplementary learning objectives and syllabus. 

4. When you’re ready to take the online exam, click “Take Exam.” When presented with the payment page, enter your
coupon code.

5. Take the exam for each course selected. Exams are scored instantly and confidentially online. A personalized Certificate of
Completion can be printed immediately.

www.CE4Alliance.com
Contact Alliance staff: members@familiesinsociety.org, or 800-221-3726, ext. 3663.



“Because the articles on ethics were so comprehensive, they
were perfect to utilize in our training sessions for over 200
social workers.”
Caroline Carman, Social Work Consultant,
South Carolina Dept. Health & Environmental Control

“The article on using diagrammatic assessment for family rela-
tionships has been a very useful training resource for our
social caseworkers, probation counselors, and clinical social
workers.”
Lori M. Herz, Technical Training Specialist,
Rhode Island Child Welfare Institute

“The article on foster parent decision-making has been very
helpful in providing information and statistics on the effective-
ness of recruitment and retention of foster parents.”
Melissa Cole, Administrator,
Foster Family-Based Treatment Association, Hackensack, NJ

“Our project on building cultural competence in disability
services staff benefited from your specialized articles.”
Maureen Kingshott, Assistant Director, Multicultural Disability
Advocacy Assoc. of NSW, Australia

“The article on Diné (Navajo) natural helping and resilience is
an excellent resource for our early childhood care and develop-
ment initiative.”
Jaime Apolonio, Curriculum Resource Support, First Nations
Partnership Programs, Victoria, Canada

“FIS helps keep our clinicians and management team in touch
with current trends, programs, and research … It’s great to
have such a valuable resource readily available online to our
entire staff!”
Lynn D. Kyle, Executive Director
Lampion Center, Evansville, IN

HOW DO YOU USE FAMILIES IN SOCIETY?

WWW.FAMILIESINSOCIETY.ORG

Alliance for Children and Families
11700 W. Lake Park Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53224


