
W ith that earnest query, the publication now titled 
Families in Society: The Journal of Contemporary 
Social Services was launched nine decades ago to 

gauge existing conditions in the burgeoning field of  social 
work while tracking trends that would direct its future.

Originally published as The Family by Mary E. Richmond—
widely considered the founder of  social casework 
practice—the journal will celebrate its 90th anniversary 
throughout the 2009 volume.

Readers like you have molded and shaped this publication 
throughout its esteemed history in the pages of  The 
Family, Social Casework, and Families in Society. Now help 
us celebrate nearly a century of  excellence in social work 
scholarship.

What are you thinking? Share your insights, observations, 
and proposals:

Analysis on the state of  social work scholarship, and its  °
role in fulfilling the link between research and practice

Essays or commentaries that impart your questions,  °
concerns, or expectations of  the past and future 
directions of  social work

Reflections on articles and contributors that imparted  °
seminal discourse in the field

What 
Are You 

�inking?
From time to time 

the State has made 
strenuous efforts 

to mould the Family 
according to its needs; 

but ultimately the 
State itself must 

always be moulded by 
the Family, since it is 
in the Family that the 

citizen is made.

Quote by Helen Bosanquet (1860–1925)  
introducing the debut issue of The Family in 1920.

FamiliesInSociety.org

Visit FamiliesInSociety.org/New/Anniversary.asp for 
additional information, instructions, and deadlines.
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